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apply thera in common occurrences. R 
finl taught me how to call up UiiIq fums 
ad.Ution^ by telling me that 2 and 4 make *li 
and 5 made 1 1, and fo on to greater num! 
bers. He afterwards went on to fuhjhac- 
tion^ by laying plumbs on the table, makii.g 
me reckon them upj and afterwards, tak« 
ing feme from them, obliged me to tell him 
how many remciinccl ; but I was always 
more fond of miduph-:ailo 7 } th.an fudjlradlion^ 
as the former Increab:; i Ui:- number of my 
plumbs, and 1 was particularly careful to 
multiply right, for,. if I made a miftake, 1 
lofi: all. 

My father then told me, that ail mer- 
chants and great men were very particular 
in their accounts, and always balarxed to 
a farthing, by which they at ail times knew 
the true ftate of their affairs. He advifed 
me to follow their example, and fet down 
an account of every farthing I laid our, as 
I Ihould then be enabled, every now and 
then, to look back and fee how much any 
particular thing coft. 

I was highly plcafed at the tliought of 
afling like a merchant^ and putnng on an 
air of bufincis. My father bought me a large 

quarto 
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quarto book, bound in parch.nent, and the 
leaves ruled with red ink. lie , 

was much larger than any thing I would 
want; but was at the lame time fenfible, 
that the larger the book was, the gieater 
would be the appearance ol coniequcnce. 
My concern was how I Thrulil find matter 
to enter in my book; but rny father knew 
how to manage that bufinefs without letting 
me into the fecret. Bcfides my own little 
accounts, one fervant would come and bor- 
row of me a penny for a day or two ; ano- 
ther would defive me to keep fix-pence for 
him till the morning; and here X was 
obliged to keep a ieparate account betv/cen 
debtor and creditor : but of all the fer- 
vants, the cook found me the inoft work ; 
for, all of a fudden, fhe was always miffak- 
ing in calling up the value of fuch a quan- 
tity of meat at fuch a price per pound. 
This was often a very difBcult talk ; but 1 
never gave up any thing I once engaged 
in. By tbefe means my book filled apace, 
for I entered every thing in it, and my fa- 
ther infpeded it once a week. Thus I ac- 
quired a tolerable knowledge in arithme- 
. - ^ ^ tic. 
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